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Bl ghé well, a0

B Goawy sirwa LY Tee Lght

panoie bies Nomesous

mufuse We Uppe?

Mealr Jrelly clvme J
vrniited

o abuve. Each wiflew 8 becamiugly
thinimed sad the cornidors cuataio a
Lasrge coiesciioun wl onibied maan- |

&8, clesidury and Gydrangonss. The o
e 804 sl well sapphicd wia potsed

plauis. The space newde of the mul |
. alge LGPt Do las
besa 8lled with lodding chaos lge

the soo maaisdes of e yetore whe
Bltesi! tlay's s viows of dedicalica.

Worsmen begass this mamong st 4
Wulovs "0 srrangs Wi pisits ssd o |
Baan Jdsrbuloyg e tevoralions. |
They supect (o bave ewerythiog n
rad ars  Lelie L LU JE - |
Froek of (e decoraling commilles has

baw bard & work during the lsst few
deys and fa=ia @uah piedasd over the |
suvenss of the decomailor, A. Jabi:, &
s such & beaubinl display. Thae
expenses of ths devoration will smount
S f20u,

BOW (T LOOGKS,

Dascripcoa of e New Kent County

Cuust Houase,

In the eonstruction of & bauding
i iy wust firsd e conell-
ered. (Dem guaarsl siyie and beauly.
All these easutibals Lave reveived s
pioLs cogsderation 0 e coustruclon
of ihe tew Kent county court bouss,
whigh stands within the Muare
bounded by Kant street, Otlaws sireel
and Crescent avenge. The maln e
teance fuces on Cresvent avends, and
s soveniy-two (wel wile. lheo thare
Are entrasces on eacly of s oller Lwo
Siroets and s 100 e driveway south.
The mmierials sutering into the -
strution of the bulddug are Fiadley |
Lok, terrs cOtla, Dera saundsions and |
Beglord imeswaes. 1ne sty i« of arch-
jtecture (» the Romanes)us wilth EOC
ers Wreasmient, (e outines bewng sul- |

ficiontly broken W give & ptately ap- |
pearance and Lo secure proper contrast |
of Lgnt sod angd: Tha vart Jus ool - |
bipstens of Mwulfic princples are |
employed W combine amplioity, har

moay sud grasdeur, Toe wyile of

architectare 4 athited to tue badding
and the purposs for woochiit e to be
weed. the character of the bulding be-
g such 8 1o comimand respect for the
high purposes to which it s devoted.
Ia s sutite cOuceplon the aimm Das
been W méet tha pracucal demands of
& progroseacve gl caliured people.
Cuustraciics »f the Bullding

Follomiog the schems of lookiog
Brst 0 prachice wilby o the conwder-
aton of all questions the bulding is
constructed of stone 1o the Lne of the
second story the balance of the exterior
being of brek aund terrs colls, nll
these materials being fire proof. The
interor coastruction (s of ron, bnek,
wood and terrs cotta, of sound con-
struction Whroughout. Towering above
all s & dome of tine proportion stand-
g 200 feet above Keal street and add-
ing greatly to the flue appearance of
the bulding. The rotunda,in Wie canter
of the bwlding, s = magnticent
featuze adding grestiy W the beauty of
the mterior and furoathing abundance
of light 1o the balls sand corndors. [t
8 30200 feet 1n mze, bDav.Og & balcon
st each foor level, with solid iron col-
umps broosed and puiated. Toe walls
are of & stitable Saislh L0 receive orna-
meniation, representing the wealth and

ogress, and Lhe Vanous channes

10 shewr development, which
have contribated to plsce Keni county
1 the forewmost rauks of the county
matar oot

The requisites of a county building
demand tuat it skall ba easy of access,
convenlent, well Lghted, hoated and
veutilated, and thedo Lave Leen intell:-

tly provided for. The heating i

steani, bolh direct and indirecs, the
boilers baing placed o a sub-basemunt,
80 hat condansed steam will low back
% the boilers without trapa orother
demices. The sub-Lasoment also con-
tamned the fuel room,

Hew I8 Is Yeatllated,

Thafoul sir s removed from all |
roomas through separate ducls counect-
ing with & largs dact 1n the roof, these
connecung with veolilators on the roof,
Eact duct or system of veallalion s
etiinsled o chaoge the airtn the build.
ing three tumen per hour, the outflow
bewug (ncreased by steam coils placed |
jn the ducte. The plumbing, water

comred with buntug of | 15396 feet with todlet room, sad the

cotaer room, 2453, s reserved for 1be

| gris that act sa cupyisis. The powers

Lldh WEle G Coluuasd showed & WoL-
derfu appreciation of wisan's weak-
ness, for s W the only room o Lhe
Luskiing oruv: fed with a mureor, taougt.
&l o ams sre Drighlened wilh baod-
suine freplages and maniels

The cotunty Geasarer's man ofice o
Uie soclleast corner s 23x40 foet in £30
wib & veuit 196218 sod & closet ad-
Jleng. The tressurer's privele office
alao adjoins sod s 19237 feel 0 sise,
with twa closets, The northwest cor-
nar of the building s set aparl Lor Loe
protate eodrt roow, the dimepsiony of
whivh are 3306 The consullavon
fusm ad)joipmg s WGx1d and Lhere
S0 & Louet rooas. Esst of tae court
rosm aud open.uyg inl the maln Lall
wlne judge of probate’s ofice, 15120,
and opetung into the hall with & clusg
fou sdjoinung acd & vaalt 10.8xid.e.
Near by e a public closet snd  tallet
oo 12,6319,

Mowwns of the Counity Clerk.

The county cierk ovcupiess Lhree
rooms o the northwest part of the
vuldiog. Tos wain office is the cor-
Lef rooiu, 26x40, with & vault 10.86x15.
Adjoipiag oo toe porih wih @ clerk s
private uffice and on Lbe north is the
apartwent wherein 80 many couples
wil be welded into cne person. 1L s

| callied the bndal cosmber, 18 14118 feut

o omipe, aod will doublless wiluess Lhe
culusination Of mauy 8 surreptilious
ova afaur.

Upoa the second floor is the large

| eiredit court room, 4l1x61 f[eet I1n Mze,

with ceiling 28 feet nigh; the small
court room, 41343, with todet room ad-
joiming, snd the foar judges’ rooms,
with Lbrary o the center anlong the
south =de of the court rooms. The
large court room s highted with an im-
meise brass chandelier containing
sinty-three gas jels, and twelve mors
appesr upon the side walls. The sver-
it's ofee, 17227, with private office,
snd touet room adjoins on the essl.
nere is & jury room 1n the northeast
carper 25x26, with a smalier jury room
immedintely west 186x22. Under these
surroundiogs the diet of bread and
waler 18 not apt o be enjoyed [or any
longin ol tune. Over the Crescent
Avenus entrasce 14 & room 15.6x24 vsed
bv the cirouil court commissioner.
he prosecuting sttorney’'s suite of
three rooms s 0 the northwest corner
of the building, The main office is
THu24, with closet and private office ad-
jouning, and & consultation room 13.6x
18.6. The witness room s 12,6x18.6,
Apariments for Supervisors,

Upon the third floor is the super-
visors’ room at the esstern end of the
building. Itis supplied with a toilet
room and closet, and has a bandsome
fire place. The room is plessant and
commeodious, being feet 1n size.
The caly toilet room on this Hoor is
connected with the supervisors’ room.

Alook the sorth front are three com-
mittee rooms, two of them being 26x21.
['hiere is & fire place in the Iatier room.
The surveyor's room is on the north
west corner, 27234, besutifully lighted
with u privates office 17 feet in diam-
eter, Io the southwest corner s a
small room, 16215, to be devited to
school examing purposes. Adjoining
this on the esst is & room 12x16, us yet
uoassigned, but intended for press
workers. Next east is another school
exsuniner’'s room, and the two remain-
iug rooms on that side of the building,
20x12 mnd 16218 1n mze, ure designed to
ba be used by Henry F. Walch, cireuit
court atenographer.

In the basement the change from a
brick o a ¢cement foor made more room
available for offices. In the northwest
corasr are the offices of tbe couunty

| superintendents of the poor, the county
| physcians’ und the coroners’ quarters,

The corner room is 23x19, with the ad-
joining room on the south 19x36 and &
counsel room 14x10 with tollet room
attachied. Immedistely soutk is a fine
large roum utended to be used by the
Farmers' club and the Old Sattiers’ ss-
sociation. 1t 18 25240, with & large ba
window and firepiace and & large vault
tor the safely of valnables. The south-
eastern portion of the building is cccu-
pied by the boler room 24x40 and the
engiueer’s room 15243,
Height ot the Callings,
The northeastern corner divisions are

similar in eze and dimensions o those
in the northwest curner and may be

suppiy sud sewage are of the mwost im-
proved aystem known to the trade, |
making so mow of gas practically im. |

The basement siory hasa clear height
of nine feet, and all rooms are well-
lightedh. ‘The onginal specifications |
calied for & brick tloor m the base.
ment, but the demand for rooms waa |
B0 grest that a coment floor was subst.- |
fuisd, making offfoe rvom posaible.

The tour widle entrances, one on each |
mde of the bmildng, with broad and |
ampls cornders, ive free access Lo all
roonas. The grouud stars are placed |
al the north sble of the rotunda, and
are cobetructed of jron. A private
alat lemds direct from the clerk’s office
to tae court room, aod Wiers s aiso &

itg tnba conoecting the twa. The
eornder Boars are tilad with wihite and |
golored muasblos, and are sxceedingly
beantiful. The hvdrssiic slevator &

iaced whaers |t 8 moel coavealent o
rln' thres man eubrances, and whers
the least valne for

the lght 1w of
olflc s,
Seecand Finar Stairway.

The sscond flogr s reached by the
slevator, or & broad essy Hight of plat.
form staire, Wilh A massive iron rall-
g, handsomely bronsed and painted.

o thord flowor (s largeiy taken up by
the courd rosvems, but  the remander s
oceupint by o largs roam for the board |
of supervisors and varicus evmmities |
ToOnTH |

All moms throughout the bailding
ars lightsd directiy from the ocuteds |
aod ail bare sunl:ght during some por- |
@0 of the day. !

The divisan of roome an the firet
floor ‘& senailble and convement The
par ster of desds bHas 8 auite of Uiree |
poains m the northesst part of the
mitliting. The mas office g 15332 (eat
by olze mith & vanlt 162 TAS sad & tolles |
rocn adjoining. The second room |»

g
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occupied by the jaaitor and his famuly.

The basement ceiling bas a clear
height of @ feet. The main floor ceil-
ing s 15,6 bigh, the record floor ceiling
m 14.8 [eat high exclusive of the court
rooms, which run up two stories, sud
the the third floor ceilling is 12 feet
high. '

‘Taken in its completeness, the Kent
county court house 8 & magnificent
snd imposing structore. It is very
substantial, and thers is noshoddy
work about it. The furnitare s all of
quarter sawed oak and 18 very hand-
some. All the nterior woodwork is
hardwood, and the judge’s bench, wit-
ness box, raliogs and other wood work
portions are handsomaly carved. The
carpeta are of the best quality and are
plenaing in dengn and color,

(hitaiie  the building  there s
much 0 admire. Over the main
entrance ia & besutful allegor-
wal panel of hetowe size In
lorra colis representing the agricul
tural and manufactarmg nteresss of
tne conntry historically. It is twenty
feet long and seven feet high. Abovae
tho panel on the center gable between
the second and third story oa the
Cresent avenus front 1 the Miclugan
cost of arms siso in terrs cotia, lﬁm
groands are (o be sodded, part of the
work having already been done and »
brosd and substantial mdewalk of
Jolist limestons ia baing laid.

Practieally tne baild) in finished,
though workmen wiil about the
grounds sod eornders for a {aw weeka
yeL. There has been & Lttie deiny be-
caunss the nside glase and the vanit fx.
tures d i<l not arrive ae expected, but all

| materisl is now on hand aod much of ¢

has been put i postion.

HOW IT WAS BUILT.

Hetory of the Court Houss From Is
Inception.

The proposition to bond the county
for $150,000, the sum to be used for the
brpdiag, was voied upon 1 April,
1854, asd wrinmphaally carried, the
vobe standiog | 1,488 1o lavor, and 8. 120
sgunst-—aimajor iy of 8348 \a favar of

the propombon. Mide for plage were
sunil out May 3, 858, and at & apecal

Cmeoting of the soard of sunerveor was

oniled, and the following building com-
milles was 0 nted: K. B. Loomws, J.

| W. Walker, Sathanl] Rice, & D. Col.

sy and W, D, Froet. In
the bida plans ware offered |
Chioagy, Resha of Bafale,

w
Bell of
iravy of

| Linenln, Neb., and Sudney J. Owgood

nf ll‘l‘eﬂL raeh ons gnarantesd that
h pane tos hiding eould be car.
red out for $LO08, the sum named.
The pian of liray of Nebraska, gave
morsa fest of offfes rom  than

any of the other Fach
ons of the Mdders offersd 10 givw
Mhmmmhﬂu.&\
Mr. Owsgood s were  finally
sdoptedd m July, . and the

vmm ties  ®ae oebrgoted o

with e dengne, detalls pians

]

JER- 4

L e

of supel s enodsy dacusscl a fe
eonaderstion aad some of the Mmetulers
sdvocaled s rejeciion of 13e plans
The Contract Lot

(hers wers in favor of coutinuing
o even L ey vould LOL Do caltwe
Out wilbio e s and subsequendly
1 Utober, 18858 1he coniract was ot Lo
tie Wosletu Lousirucioy counpeay uf
Detios for BI60, 00, November 7 of
Lue samse Yedr bie Wulding was staled
oial, wenehes begun, and by Jauus:y,
all the leundsiion was put a2
place sod covered apd prolscied fom

Lratd
LYy,

e westber. In excaveling for e
foundatiou walls much Sroublie wWas
cxperienced. For years Lhe pisce Lad

boan used as & dumplug giousd for all
soris of refuse and every spadelul of
warth wurned up disclosed meianchody
relics of a past civilization. There was
everything frow broken beer Lollies o
fraciured shaving muys, liom old La
cans o discarded false teoih. Soand-
iogs and borings were made sod in
isces the bLulders Lad w0 go down
I’rum ten W twenly fesl (0 Hoad groand
uf sullicient deosty W carry tae build-

iBK.

ﬁu!y 4, 1880, work had progressed so
far that the corner stooe was laid,
There was a grand procession at 1.30 p,
m. headed by & platson of police. Fol-
lowing them was ~hatiuck's baud, Com-
pauy K, lnoes Hutles, Capt. . L. Rog-
ers comuanding; supervisors, counly
officials, ex-supervisorn, ex-county offi-
cials, Col. George G. Driggs, prosident
of the day; vice pressdents, W. H,
Myers, Courdand; W. K. Davis, Uak.
feld; George P. Stark, Caseade; Samuel
Toby, Byron; Robert Hunter, Lowell;
Aaron Brewer, tnsines; C. O Hinnan,
Sparta; E. L. Phelps, Nelson; George
Helmsiey, Tyrone; U, C. Beknell, S0
jon; Scott Gnawoid, Spencer; O, L. Wat-
kins, Grattan, Joba L. Covert, Ver-

ennes; Norton Fitch, Alpie; Heury

). Plumb, Planfiold; W. 8. Johasan,
Cannon; H. C. Hogadons, Walker; Fos-
ter Tucker, Grand Rapids; Joha Head.
ley, Ada; Augustus Uodwia, Wyoming
James E. Poullips, Paria; A. L. Coons,
Caledonia; R, Z Jucksou, Bowne; lsaag
F. Lamoreanx, marshal; O, L. Harvey,
assistant marshal; James Rawson, as-
sistant marshal.

Corser Stone Exercisos,

The order of exercises at 2 o'cinck
included music by the band, an invo-
cation by the Rev. Karr B. Tupper, D,
D., music by the Schuberts, layng of
the corner stone by tbe F.& A M.,
music by the band; national aatbem
led by the Schubert club and the band,
Toe orator of the day was the Houn, M.
C. Burch, sad he delivered an able
sod eioquent address. :

Work was vegun on tha balding

oper in April, 1838, Th re were d
ays and perplexitios of u husiness ni.
ture from tune to time. About Fibru.
ary Sub-Contragtor Doren nsed furicn
strips that were of 80 great au age an!
feeble strength that tiey broke in

Graaf, VYocliug & Coi glss, W
Beid & Co.; hardware, uails, vte., Fos-
Loz, Slevews & Co.; doole aad wiundues,
Hardware Co.; waolels snd
grales, dprual & Mewarna, larnilare,
Kviengia Furmntues Co., Tulsdo, O,
elevator, Sandard Elesator Co., of
Chicage; osde blicds, White, Friagt
& Leteiimr: gas Dxtares, Sproal & Mo
Lrurmn; sone sdewa ks aad coping,
A. Himth & San: van't Axtures, Ihuﬂ
miau-Keefe Lo, of Milwankes; carpets,
ele., Voigut, Herpolasticuner & 0.
Tirens there wers 2jiaor contracts, such
as 0/l wnd varcish for floors, sewer con-
neclions, clesnng badding, making
Iy Waler COnnecl:ons, «Xira weler
ppes for the outside ol he bullding,
vid.

Laan

COURL AUUsE LeGislAlION.
Procecdings of the Supervisors :n Reler.
cuce to It
Tussday, June 15, 1586, tLe special
commites 00 CoUrt house squUAre ver-
tally reported that the suprems court
of this state had decided that Kent
county had 1o title W the court houss
square kvown ss Fullon street park.
Pue commillee's report was accepled,
and later the following resoiauon, of -
fered Ly A. L. skinper, was adopled:
Hesolved, Tonat u special conimities
of five be apponted by the chairman
ef tuis board (o receive proposals for
property suitable for a court houss site
tor the county of Keat and report o
tius board at the Oclober sesmon.,
The pext day the fullowing meambers
wera appointsd 88 that commitlee:
Messrs, A. L. Skinner, Sherman T, Col-
#on, Julin Steketee, Avouly E. Kiberts
and H. O. Schermerborn. On October
20, 1559, e commiltee reported Lo the
boscd 8 commwniacation from tho vs-
tate aof M. 1% Hawh, Laurs E. Adams
and Charloite E. Meigs relative tosel o

§178 at »
8ite was immediatsiy clearad up.

el et sedale

VWihereas, Tuid board st
musion &d  de lols pumbered
168, 108, i14. 117, 122 and 133, Eeal
plat, e & ®ie 107 & COUBLY COUrt Louse,
and, wheredas, (e COUBLY 18 ROW ID BO-
disputed pussesion ©f the above de-
T bed sile,

Therefory, He it resolved that at the
next suring election there be submitted
to the gualfied voters of the ecouniy
the quesiion ms 1o whether or not Lhe
e of $150,000 be borrowed Or & lerm
of vears and bonds of the county 8-
sued for the above nawed sum for the
purpose of erecling & court house ou
the sbove descr: site, the term aol
10 exceed Iwenty years and toe rate of
interest not to excesd 5 per cent per
SNLMIN. :

On the 24 day of April, 1883, the
proposition to bood the county for the
sum menlionsd was carned by s large
majority, said lonn 1o be parable &8
fuliows sud st & rate of interest not 1o
exceed 5 per cent on all sums remsin.
ing due and unpaid on the 15th day of
Janusry of each sud overy year, to wit:

IR ] alide . - --J.?. 15, 18e
e
e - - Aok s 1
s % | - N
2 " ; = - .

$it ol - e — Iuny
| XY T - e T s
10000 - : Ive
;Jl.ﬂﬂ - - - e

Mr, Lesmls’ Hesclution,
Immediately therealtor on May 2a
resclution offered by Mr. Loomis was
carried, Jooking to the inmediate eroc-
tioa of & courl bouse, sud the follow.
ing building comunittee wis pamed
with authonty to advertise for plaoa
snd specifications 10 detail, together
with the estimated cost of a building
completed, inciuding  vauits and beat.
ing apparatos, sa:d estimated cost not
| 1o exceod §150,000: Hobert B. Loomus,
| Nathaniel Rioe, Jacob W. Walker,
Sherman T. Colson and Willlam D,
Frost.

Propositions were entertained from
var:ous architects, and on the aflter-
noon of Wednesday, July 25, 1588, the
plaus submitted by 8. J. Osgood of this
city wers accepted by the following

vote:

Yeas—Mesars, Benjamin, Colson,
Courtiiey, Emmons, Feuton, Headley,
Johnsun, Kinuey, L omus, Phillips,
Rice, Sisclair, Siekelee, Ballivan,
Shickell, Sk:oner, Shattuck, Toland,
Walker—18, }
Nays—Messrs, Berridge, Frost, Gris-
wold, Gulhiford, Griffia, Hill, Havens,
Jones, Roborts, Solomen, Bchermer-
hora, Stark, W. T. Woodw orth, E.C.
Woodworth, Weekes—I15.

Work had already begun upon the
grounds, nolices wacating the alley
having been ssrved before July. The
buildings upon the lots were sold for
private sale, May 14. The

clerk of the board
to sdvertise for

The chairman an

pieceson being lifted. irouble e

J were then in
sealed proposals for the purchase

KENT COUNTY'S NEW COURT HOUSE.

sulted becauss he did not live up to the
specifications. Superintendent Cnarles

yoodward gave him instruetions
which he refused to carry ont. The
matter was seltled by the work brng
ssaigned Lo other parties, John Acker-
maa getting the contract for the car.
peater work, and DeGraaf, Vrieling &
Co. being awarded the contract for the
wood work materials.

Then there was a delsy in April,
1800. The sub-contractors were exaited
by rumors affecting the finaneial
standing of the Western Construction
company. There was a strike amoug
toe workmen, and legal notioe was
sorvad on the building commitiee that
it would be heid responsibie for the
money. The officials were obliged to
take cognizance of it and ask the West.
ern Construction company to allow pay
to the men who famished the matarial
and did the work. Lateron the com.
paay furmshed proof of ita financial
standing and eotered upon another

ear with this ditference that every dol.
rar paid over o0 the coastruction ¢ -
pany was turned over Lo Lhe sub-con-
tractors and satiafactory prool was
given the buildiog comaiittes that this
was done.

Three members of the building com
mittee served continuously on the
board from start to fimish, They were
the Mesers. Loomis, Walker sud Frost,
The work waa never delayad for lack
of money, [or there Das aiways been &
sulficient amount i the bulding fund
There has always been enougn W meet |
svary engagement with & large amoust
lying wile.

Boland Made an Assignment

Early in the sprniog of [591 Mr
Boisud claimed thal e was no! mak
ing monay enough o pay N8 med, =0 |
he made an assignment o his bowds
man, A. B. Knowison, The caomusittee
then sdrancad coough money Lo o juars
up all aecounis and reta ned Koowleon
o ficeh the hrck and mason work,
though the ((onatracton cowmps 1y b 1
drawn §7.000 scale monee, winah was
held back from toe contrsoiors Lo |
April, 1801, the Western Uoistraction |
company served notioe on the board |
and buiiding commuties that thay had
abandoned  the Twonty =i v
monthiy estimates had heen pod them |
and receipted for, Thers was coned I
erable wrangimmg, bt confracia wore
fet for all the wafnished ®ork 0 May,
1991, toa sub cnntractars lwong rota ned
whenever practicable, The masonry
was ot W J. D Boland & Ca | bewk |

and massn work, A N Koosleen &
Co.; earpenter work, J. AtNerman,
stone work, Gosdall Beos | ren wock
Co. ol Chawago, enin iwat

ing to the county the property at the
corner of Nortn Division and Lyon
streets for & court house site.  The com.
muunoation was referred back aad the
comm.ttee wasreta ned and authocized
to advertse lor sealed proposals and
report to the board st the January
sossinn. Upon the Sth of January,
1837, the committes made a further re-
port, having recoived a bundle of bias
and it was made the special order of
busipess for Friday, Janumry 7. On
Fuursday, however, Mr. Stekeloe of

fored the foliowing resolution which
was nlsw placed s o special order for
the murrow oa motion of Mr, Shat-
tuck:

Whereas, The rapidly increasing
business in the various departmenta of
our country calis {or early action look-
ing s conuly building with room
sifficieat for the needs of the county,
and

Whercas, Thoe county is owner of a
esntrally located st at the northesst
corner of Lyon and Ke=nt streets, in the
ety of Graud Raplds, concerning
witeh no valid obj ction €xista a8 to
location; thernfore b 1t

Iasalved, That at the coming spring
election & proposition e submitted to
the votera of this county to raise tne
s of $100,000 1n two annual install
mients, vie:  Filty thousand dollars in

thn year 1887 and §50,00 in tie year
1%5s for the purposs of erectng »
coumy buuding epon e above nameid
L1} IR

Disenssed hy Citirens,

The matter came up for discomsion
and was furtber posiponed to Tuesday,
Junaary 11, 1957, when the citizens of

the couuly wers invited 10 Appear be
fore thie board and diacues the matter
of tha eourh hooss site. On the date
named thure was 8 gunernl and spiriied
discyaion of the entvect: and Mr, Skin-
A8 oLl W T fl-ltu 23 leet On
Croscoant atenas and 15 f=et on Kent
Sod tHtaws sirrots was  practiosily
Rd Dhed nday, October 24, 1887, 2

propowition was aiss regd [rom Gieorgs
6. Brigas and others agresing W0 pur
ehase of the ooty the jota ommed by
them on the corler of Kent and Iv”'ﬂ
strects for tne som of §22.500 provided
that tha founty surchase the Kent
pal and orect dpon it 8 COurt hone
wilin [sar years afler Oviober 2],
J8%7. Om Wedpesiay October 34 1887,
by mothst of Mr. Gould the ot
house sila was looated on the Kent
ist SSmmprioag lots |92 194, 118 117,
1R, e nerth half of ot 100 and
tos porth half of lon 162 The par
chase was then orderad for the sam of
B2 000 on wmorion of Me, Gonid.

vots of the gualified electors. Tues-
| day, October 9, 1588, bids were opened
as follows: Doren & Boland, $173, 650
WesternConstractioncompany $160,000;
Charles H. Pelton, $178.101; Horlen &
Maunder, §160,45, As noue of the bid
were within the appropriation the mat-
ter was made the special order for con-
s doratiou next day, when all bids wera
rejected, but on Thuraday, Oclober 11,
185G, the contrnot was awarded to the
Western  jUonstrucion company for
$160,000, on a reconmderation.
Wedueaday, October 21, 1888, the
comiuities on finance was instructed
to mdvertise for sealed bids for the
B:rchm of the §150,000 bonds, ssid
nds o be issued as followa:

5,000 —— R
g’.-«.‘l.:l SRS S SN — TN
- e 1]
$-5.000 et G S May L e
20,000, e Now 1, (g

Also buds to be received for the said
bonds, the whole W be isaed on Janu-
ary 15, 1830,

il bonds 1o be issned in denomina.
tons of §1,000 each, with interest at 5
per cent, 1o be paid annuslly, the board
reserviog the rigul W0 reject any sod
all tds,

Opening of the Nida

Bids were opened Monday, January
7, 1589, but all were rej , And the
toard was instrocted W0 agam adver-
Li=e for proposals.

The resources of the county were
sinted o be as follows:

Thursday, Jannary 17, 1859, sealed
bids were opensd and sgsn oted,
hut on the following day the made
by = A, Kean & Co., Chicago, was ac-
copled,  According @0 the pontrace the
firm was tarytr FI57,727 for the bonds,
one# tih of the amonnt 0 be in
cash and the balanes o be paid by the
Girant Rapeds National bank in Sve
equal insialinisnts on the firet days of
June, Anguet and November, 1888, and
e the firet days of May and *ﬂﬂlll"t.
1580, the tank goarantesing the faih.
ful payment of the amount o bs pasg
by them 84 soof as Lo bonds were d

liverad in New York and the firm pay.
ment made by 8 A Kean & (o, Sat-
urday. January 1%, 1888 Mr Walker
offered & resolation anthorizing the

Vroswding W the marier of baddmy |

finance commiiise with the
chairman and clerk of hoard 1o act
u.mhrz. of imu.
ing the bande.  The bond and
conpon was decided
Tl R
deliverad L Lthe purchaser 8¢ soon

the October |

the $150,000 bonds, as; suthorized by

Fatimated enlue o1 proserty e SEE D %0
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as finished., Meanwhile wors was pro®
Kressing on other lines,

On November 1, 1850, the building
cutnmities met the coolraclors b toe
court house grounds and wilh the
architect mnd supermnlendent staked
out the lipes for the buiding aud the
foundat:ons. About the waidale of the
month the contractor began pulling in
the concrete, and owing to the favora-
ble weathier was able 0 conlinus iLhe
work uuntl the latter partof Decem-
ber, all the work being finished and
under eover by January, when work

for & tume.
Costract fur Vault Fiztures,

The coontract for the vault fixtures
was let t0 the Fenton Metaliic Mano-
facturing company of Jamestown, N.
Y., three tumes, and as usny Lmes re-
cenmdered, being finally disposed of 10
Huffman, jKeefes & Co. of Milwaukee
000 less than tbe bid of the Fen-
ton people. Hoffman's cootract called
for No. 9 guage ulls and a superior
qullilgho! steel. There was quite a
squs over the awarding of the con-
tract by the board of supervisors, who
finally took it out of the hands of the
building commitiee and autborized a

al committee of three, consisting

Mesars. Bkeels, Sullivan and Solo-
mou, who were opposed to the Fenton
goode. This committes closed the cou-
tract with Hoffman, Keefe & Co.

Anotbher unpleamnt epwnde in the
history of the building oeccurred when
the trouble arose with SBub.Contractor
Doren. He left, and oo the sdvice of
bie attorneys took the plans with him
and refusea to give them up o the
building committee. .l;?eu were
served on Mr. Doren the plsns
were recovered. The trouble with Mr.
Doren arose primarily becsuse be used
too cheap labor snd materisl. Esen
one of the sub-contractors still has
claims of 15 per ceat of what was
esrned up to the time the couoty took
the responsmibility {rom the Western
Construction company.

The history of the building has been
marred by one accident of aiatal char.
scter. In July, 1880, un ron worker by
the name of Chrnstopber Harms was
killed by falling from the top foor o
the basement. He made a misstep, and
during the descent he struck an iron
beam and his neck was broken.

Amounts Already Fald,

Final reports show that there has
been paid up Lo date on account of the
building and furnishing $208,682,07,
Of this smount $18.265.55 has been on
socount of furnilure, gas fittiogs, ole-
vator and conaeclions, mantels and
grates, slone walk and copiog, etle.
leaving $185,416.22 paid on mecount of
the builhing. Of th amount §18,-
690.53 18 for extias, and §1066,725.60 1
on sccount of and ander the terms of
the contract as made with the Western
Construction company. There wers
placed to the eredit of the court house
building fund the avails of the couniy
bonds amounting to the sum of §157,-
727, There was added 1o the fond by
direction of the board of 1580 $20 030;
added;to the fund by the board of 1831,
$40,000, making a total of §27,727.

There t# sull o the fund undrawn
$13,803, but there remains to be pad
to complete contracts already made,
including furmiture and stone wide
walks, grading sand eodding, §22.294,
making it necessary (o replensh the
court house fund 10 the amount of
£9,000.

To meet this overdraft the board of
supervisors at the meeting June 22
1892, recommended that the sum of
$8,000 be transflerred fromi the general
fund to the court bouse buildng Tond,
10 be used only for the purpose of esu-
mates for the coonstruction snd furnink-
ing of the court house and sulject to
the same limitation beretofore govers-
mi‘l.he fund.

he report was adopted and the reo-
ommendalions Wherein conisined were
concurred 1o,

The estimated cost of the buillding
compietad and furnished throughout is
$300,000, though 8 may fall a trifle
short of that figure. Whila the priges

il for material and work bave been

air no one has reaped a fortune {rom
the building, becaunse good

house has nol one dollar's worth of 1n-
debiadnoss. 11 @8 One county and the
building s worthy of it
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